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regardless of his or her race, content or 
creed, For we are all the people of the United 
States of America. 

For together we stand proud as one nation 
under God, indivisible, with liberty and jus-
tice for all. 

We the people of the United States of 
America (every woman, man and child/all 
nationalities to be included), share a founda-
tion bound by democracy, freedom, justice, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. This 
foundation has caused us to be united as one 
nation under God. 

We the people of the United States of 
America have been blessed and recognized 
with freedom of speech and of the press. 

We the people of the United States of 
America understand that freedom has a 
price, and we must maintain that which was 
set forth by the founding fathers of this 
great country and by those who have paid 
the ultimate price for freedom. 

We the people of the United States of 
America must respect the laws of this great 
nation, and when we find ourselves outside of 
this realm, must act swiftly to make nec-
essary corrections. 

We the people of the United States are pro-
tected against unreasonable search and sei-
zure. 

We the people of the United States of 
America are all subject to due process of law 
and equal protection of the law. 

We the people of the United States of 
America are protected against excessive bail 
and cruel and unusual punishment. 

We the people of the United States retain 
all rights not specifically granted to the 
States or by the Constitution. 

We the people of the United States of 
America recognize that slavery is wrong and 
hereby denounce and abolish it. 

We the people of the United States of 
America (woman & man) have been granted 
the right to vote, regardless of race, color or 
previous condition of servitude. 

We the people of the United States of 
America understand that this country may 
not be without faults, yet we will strive to 
do the best that we can to ensure the right 
to democracy, freedom, justice, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness for all to enjoy. 

We the people of the United States of 
America realize that this country is made up 
of different cultures, sexes beliefs and reli-
gions that may not necessarily be our own; 
however, we must respect and practice toler-
ance for one another. For it is diversity that 
serves as an important link which holds the 
foundation of this great country together. 

We the people of the United States of 
America hold at the very core of our founda-
tion that democracy is vital and necessary 
for the people and by the people. For democ-
racy must never be threatened by forces 
from within or without these United States 
of America. 

From the pages of the Magna Carta, to Pu-
ritan New England let liberty ring. 

From the Virginia House of Burgesses, to 
the Washington Monument let liberty ring. 

Let liberty ring from Williamsburg to 
Philadelphia. 

From the waters of the Delaware to the 
Golden Gate Bridge, let liberty ring. 

From the sparkling, sandy beaches of 
Miami to Stone Mountain Georgia, let lib-
erty ring. 

From the green pastures of New Hamp-
shire, to the deserts of Arizona, let liberty 
ring. 

From Alabama to Alaska, let liberty ring. 
From the Oregon forests to the New Mex-

ico desert, let liberty ring. 
From the flat lands of Indiana, to the farm 

lands of Arkansas, let liberty ring. 
From the Colorado Rocky Mountains to 

the clear Connecticut waters, let liberty 
ring. 

From Seattle to Independence Hall, let lib-
erty ring. 

From the Florida Atlantic to the shores of 
Hawaii, let liberty ring. 

From Stone Mountain Georgia to Mt. 
Rushmore, let liberty ring. 

From the Iowa Woodlands to the mighty 
Missouri River, let liberty ring. 

From the Bluegrass Heartlands of Ken-
tucky, to the Flint Hills of Kansas, let lib-
erty ring. 

From the potato fields of Idaho, to the 
dairy lands of Iowa, let liberty ring. 

From the golden country side of Kansas to 
Bourbon Street, let liberty ring 

Let Liberty ring from Freedom Trail Bos-
ton to Old town Alexandria. 

From the cold waters of Maine to the green 
Montana mountains let liberty ring. 

From the great lakes of Michigan to the 
mighty Mississippi River, let liberty ring 

From Historic New Jersey to the Statue of 
Liberty let liberty ring. 

From the sandy mountains of New Mexico 
to the Alamo, let liberty ring 

Let Liberty ring from Industry, Ohio to 
the steel mills of Pittsburgh. 

From the banks of Rhode Island to the his-
toric Carolinas let liberty ring. 

From Baltimore’s inner harbors to Min-
nesota’s Thousand lakes, let liberty ring. 

From the subtly colored sandstones of Wis-
consin to Mustang, Wyoming, let liberty 
ring. 

Let liberty ring out from Apollo 13 to the 
Space Shuttle. 

From the heart of Rock-n-roll to the soul 
of Jazz, let liberty ring. 

My Country tis of thee, sweet land of lib-
erty; of thee I sing. Land where my fathers 
died, land of every one’s pride, from every 
mountain side let liberty ring. 

For I am proud to be an American. I will 
do my best to give my fellow American my 
honor and my respect. When my fellow 
American is in need of a helping hand, it is 
I who must reach out. For it is I who must 
respect nature that God has placed for all to 
enjoy, for we must live with nature as one. 

May the mercy of liberty, democracy, free-
dom and the pursuit of happiness echo 
throughout the world, making this land 
yours and mine for generations to come. 

May God have mercy upon the United 
States of America and all that lie within.∑ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE MICHIGAN 
REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Michigan 
Rehabilitation Association, a remark-
able organization from my home state 
of Michigan, which will celebrate its 
50th Anniversary on November 1, 1999. 

Over the past five decades, the Michi-
gan Rehabilitation Association (MRA) 
has proudly worked to meet the needs 
of Michigan’s disabled community. 
While beginning as a professional asso-
ciation for rehabilitation practitioners, 
it has quickly grown into one of Michi-
gan’s leading advocates for the welfare 
and rights of handicapped people. 
While its scope and purpose have 
evolved, its members have remained 
steadfastly committed to excellence in 
the delivery of services to the disabled. 

Since its inception in 1949 as the 
country’s first state chapter of the Na-
tional Rehabilitation Association, the 
MRA’s far-reaching hand has helped 
thousands of Michigan’s citizens 

achieve a higher quality of life. As it 
celebrates this important milestone, I 
am sure its staff, friends and sup-
porters will have the opportunity to re-
call its many successes. I am pleased to 
join with them in thanking the people 
of the Michigan Rehabilitation Asso-
ciation for their efforts while applaud-
ing all the hard work and determina-
tion that have resulted in the MRA’s 
prestigious reputation. 

The Michigan Rehabilitation Asso-
ciation can take pride in the many im-
portant achievements of its first fifty 
years. I know my colleagues will join 
me in saluting the accomplishments of 
MRA’s first half century and in wish-
ing it continued success for the fu-
ture.∑ 

f 

RED MASS HOMILY 

∑ Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, on 
Sunday, October 3, 1999, the Most Rev-
erend Raymond J. Boland, Bishop of 
the Kansas City-St. Joseph area of Mis-
souri, delivered the homily at the Red 
Mass held at St. Matthew’s Cathedral 
in Washington, DC. The Red Mass tra-
ditionally marks the opening of the Su-
preme Court’s new term. In his address, 
Bishop Boland discusses the idea of 
having cooperative dialog between the 
Church and State in their mutual 
search for justice and respect. 

I ask to have printed in the RECORD 
the text of the homily given by Bishop 
Raymond J. Boland. 

The text follows. 
HOMILY: 1999 RED MASS 

(St. Matthew’s Cathedral, Washington, DC, 
Sunday, October 3, 1999, Most Reverend 
Raymond J. Boland, D.D., Bishop of Kansas 
City-St. Joseph, Missouri) 
I am grateful to Cardinal Hickey for his 

gracious invitation to give the homily at 
this 47th annual Red Mass. Another legal 
year, the last of this century, is about to 
begin and conscious of our fallibilities we 
gather in prayer to beg God’s Spirit to give 
us understanding, courage, forbearance and, 
above all else, wisdom. I am also grateful to 
the John Carroll Society for sponsoring this 
annual event once again. John Carroll, the 
first Roman Catholic Bishop of the Republic, 
played a significant part in defining the role 
of the church in an infant nation where reli-
gion would have freedom but not state spon-
sorship. John’s brother, Daniel, signed the 
Constitution which gave political and legal 
shape to what is now the United States. 

Because of a certain anniversary which oc-
curs this year, I would like to think that a 
fuller acceptance of the dignity of the human 
person may lead to a more productive under-
standing of the relationship between church 
and state in this country and elsewhere. It 
augurs well for our individual freedoms but 
it is also a delicate balance which may be in 
jeopardy. 

This year marks the 350th Anniversary of 
the Toleration Act of 1649, a significant de-
velopment for its time which boldly re-
affirmed the right of religious and political 
freedom in the Maryland colony. Many of 
you are familiar with the monument at St. 
Mary’s City, the first capital of the future 
state, which symbolically depicts a man with 
uplifted countenance emerging from the con-
fining stone from which he is sculpted. At 
his feet three words are carved, Freedom of 
Conscience. 
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